
 

 

JESS JOHNSON 

 
Lives and works New York City, USA 
 
1979 
Born Tauranga, New Zealand.  
 
1997 – 2001 
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Canterbury University, New Zealand  
 
SOLO AND TWO PERSON EXHIBITIONS 

 

2024 

XYZZY, Liberty Science Centre, Jersey City, NJ, USA 

XYZZY, (w/ Simon Ward), Great Hall at Electric Dreams @ Freemason’s Hall, Adelaide Fringe  

g/re/p, (w/ Cynthia Johnson), Co-Lab Projects, Austin, Texas, USA 

 

2023 

Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Central Goldfields Gallery, VIC 

Honk if you don’t exist & XYZZY, Roswell Artist-in-Residence Exhibition, Roswell Museum and Goddard 
Planetarium, Roswell, New Mexico, USA 

we can't keep going the way we've been going but we know no other way to go, atrium banners, 
Shepparton Art Museum, Victoria 

Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Wagga Wagga Art Gallery, NSW 

Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Hyphen Wodonga, VIC 

XYZZY, (w/ Simon Ward), Now or Never, Melbourne Museum 

 

2022 

CORE DUMP, Jack Hanley Gallery, New York, USA 

Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Hamilton Gallery, Victoria 

Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Hazelhurst Regional Gallery and Arts Centre, NSW 

Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Hastings City Art Gallery. Hastings, New Zealand 

Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Western Plains Cultural Centre, Dubbo, NSW 

we can't keep going the way we've been going but we know no other way to go, atrium banners, 
Shepparton Art Museum, Victoria 

 
2021 
Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Carins Art Gallery, Queensland 

Quilts, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney 

Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Oculus Rift 
Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Maitland Regional Art Gallery, NSW 
 
2020 
Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Plimsoll Gallery, Hobart, Australia 
Terminus, The Dowse Art Museum, Lower Hutt, New Zealand, 14 November 2020 - 7  March 2021 
 
2019 
Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Heide Museum of Modern Art, Melbourne, VIC 
Neon Meat Dream, Nanzuka Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 
Panspermia, Sing Omega, Jack Hanley Gallery, New York, USA 
Terminus (w/Simon Ward) Tauranga, New Zealand 
Terminus (w/ Simon Ward), Tauranga Art Museum, Tauranga, NZ 
Artist Wall Commission, Facebook HQ, New York, NY, USA 
 
2018 



 

 

Jess Johnson and Simon Ward, Genetekka Archaic, a collaboration based on an old school video game, 
Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna O Waiwhetu, Christchurch, New Zealand, (ongoing). 
Jess Johnson and Simon Ward, Whol Why Wurld 2017 Melbourne Art Fair TIME Sector, Melbourne, 
Australia 
Jess Johnson and Simon Ward, Terminus, Balnaves Contemporary Art Intervention, National Gallery of 
Australia, Canberra, Australia 
 
2017 
Everything not saved will be lost, Jack Hanley Gallery, New York, USA 
Jess Johnson and Andrew Clarke, Chondrule Terminus, Dark Mofo, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia 
Hex Nemesis, Fremantle Arts Centre, Australia 
Jess Johnson and Simon Ward, Four AM Gallery in association with Untitled Art Far, San Francisco, USA 
 
2016 
Art Basel Hong Kong, Discoveries, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, Hong Kong 
Eclectrc Panoptic, Talbot Rice Gallery, University of Edinburgh, Scotland 
 
2015 

Wurm Haus, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia 

Sensorium Chamber, Ivan Anthony Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand 

Endless Future Terror Forever, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney, Australia 

Gertrude Edition 2015, Gertrude Contemporary Art Spaces, Melbourne, Australia 
Mnemonic Pulse, TSB Bank Wallace Arts Centre, Auckland, New Zealand 

Electric Affinity: Jess Johnson and Tina Havelock-Stevens, Alaska Projects, Sydney, Australia 

 

2014 

Mnemonic Pulse, Gertrude Contemporary, Studio 12, Melbourne, Australia 

Ratholes in the Babylon of Information, Ivan Anthony Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand 

Gamma World, MCA Façade, Vivid Festival, Sydney, Australia 
 

2013   

Bloodfins & Whipwurm, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney, Australia 

Wurm Whorl Narthex, Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetu, New Zealand 

Jess Johnson, Utopian Slumps, Auckland Art Fair, Auckland, New Zealand 

2011       

The Rest is Silence, Death Be Kind Gallery, Melbourne, Australia (with Jordan Marani) 

 

2010     

No Soul For Sale, Tate Modern, London, UK (with Jordan Marani) 

 

2009   

Hell Is Other People, Inflight Gallery, Tasmania, Australia (with Jordan Marani) 

Flippin Heck, Hell Gallery, Melbourne, Australia (with Jordan Marani) 

Home Is Where My Hell Is, Switchback Gallery, Gippsland, Victoria, Australia (with Jordan Marani) 

Who Cut The Cheese? Two Giants of Contemporary Art Talk Frankly Of Monumental Things, Seventh 
Gallery, Melbourne, Australia (with Jordan Marani) 

 

2008   

Hellraiser: The Directors Cut, Hell Gallery, Melbourne, Australia (with Jordan Marani) 

 

2007     

This Is Not A Love Schlong, Utopian Slumps, Melbourne, Australia (with Jordan Marani) 

 

2003    



 

 

The future is not what it used to be, The Kiosk – A Physics Room Art Site, New Zealand 

 

2002     

Little Beasts, High Street Project, New Zealand 

 

2000   

This Animal is Mischievous, High Street Project, New Zealand 

 

 

 

GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

 

2025 

The Lightship with Simon Ward, Port of Auckland, New Zealand 

Winter Colour, Kishka Gallery and Library, White River Junction, Vermont, USA 

 

2023 

Thinking Through Pink, curated by Dr Sally Gray, Wollongong Art Gallery, NSW 

INCARNATION: A group exhibition exploring imaginary notions of the human form (w/ Simon Ward), 
Vellum, Los Angeles, USA 

Group Exhibition, Darren Knight Gallery Sydney, Australia 

Holding pattern, (w/ Cynthia Johnson) Haus of Vovo, New Norfolk, Tasmania  

 

2022 

Disintegration: Metadrawing and Expanded Drawing, curated by Jonathan McBurnie, Perc Tucker 
Regional Gallery, Townsville 

The Gertrude Editions, Geelong Gallery, VIC 

Thinking Through Pink, curated by Dr Sally Gray, Wollongong Art Gallery, NSW 

 

2021 

Collection + Jess Johnson / Eduardo Paolozzi, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery Spring Festival of 
Drawing 2021, Melbourne 

Sans: fragments and cohesion, Mary Cherry Contemporary Art, Melbourne 

 

2020 

Terminus, South by South West (SXSW) Festival, Austin, Texas, USA 

Umwelt, online exhibition, Daily Rush, Museum of Contemporary Art, Detroit, USA 

MPRG: FIFTY, Mornington Peninsular Regional Gallery, online 

 

2019 

I could sleep for a thousand years, curated by Jon Campbell, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney, Australia 

Fractal Labyrinth, Occult Humanities Conference, New York University, NY, USA 

Shenzen New Media Arts Festival, Shenzen, China 

Psychedelic Healing Center, Essex Flowers, New York, NY, USA 

Nanzuka Art Gallery Booth, Art Basel, Hong Kong 

 

2018 

Gothic Beauty: Victorian notions of love, loss and spirituality, Bendigo Art Gallery, Victoria, Australia 
Obsession: Devil in the Detail, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery, Victoria, Australia 
Charmed Contempoary: Works from the Collection, Wollongong Art Gallery, NSW, Australia 
Darren Knight Gallery at Spring 1883, Windsor Hotel, Melbourne 1 – 4 August 2018 
And Tomorrow And, Index, Stockholm, Sweden 

Walters Prize, Auckland Art Gallery, New Zealand 



 

 

The Public Body 03, Artspace, Sydney, Australia 

Children of Mallarme – Fashion, Art and Collaboration, Tauranga Art Gallery, New Zealand 

The Shape of Things to Come, Buxton Contemporary, Melbourne, Australia 

 

2017-2018 
Let’s Play: Let’s Play: Art of our time, Bunjil Place Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 
 

2017 

Jess Johnson + Simon Ward, 4th Documentary Exhibition of Fine Arts/STRESS FIELD, Hubei Museum of 
Art, Wuhan, China 

Darren Knight Gallery at Spring 1883, Room 55, The Establishment Hotel, Sydney, Australia 

Drawing, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney, Australia 

HB No 6, Centre Clark, Montreal, Canada 

Jess Johnson and Simon Ward, Whol Wyl Wurld, The National: New Australian Art 2017, Carriageworks, 
Sydney, Australia 
 

2016 

NADA Miami Beach, Jack Hanley Gallery, Miami, USA 
MIKE, Curated by Todd von Ammon, Four AM Gallery, New York, USA 
New World Order, Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre, Sydney, Australia 
Tricking the eye – contemporary trompe l’oeil, Geelong Gallery, Australia 
SPRING 1883, Room 224, Hotel Windsor, Melbourne, Australia 
Future Nature, Jack Hanley Gallery, New York, USA 

POP 01: VR + Art + Music, Toronto International Film Festival, Canada 

 

2015 

Guirguis New Art Prize, Gallery of Ballarat and Post Office Gallery, Federation University, Australia 
Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits, curated by Lars Bang Larsen & Marco Pasi, Monash University 
Museum of Art, Melbourne, Australia  
Hiding in Plain Sight: a selection of works from the Buxton Collection, Bendigo Art Gallery, Australia 
Spring 1883, Ivan Anthony Suite, Establishment Hotel, Sydney, Australia 
 

2014 

Spring 1883, Darren Knight Gallery, Suite 224, The Hotel Windsor, Melbourne, Australia 
Don’t Hide The Hate, Slopes Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

2014 National Works on Paper, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery, Australia 

 

2013   

Primavera, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney, Australia 

Melbourne Now, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia 

Future Primitive, Heidi Museum of Modern Art, Melbourne, Australia 

Wurm Whorl Narthex, in Populate!, Christchurch Art Gallery, New Zealand 

Nocturne, Arts Project Australia, Melbourne, Australia 

Gertrude Studios, Gertrude Contemporary, Melbourne, Australia 

 

2012       

The Collector’s Edition, Death Be Kind Project Space, Melbourne Art Fair, Melbourne, Australia 

Like, Casula Powerhouse, Sydney, Australia 

Bellowing Echoes, Gertrude Contemporary Art Spaces, Melbourne, Australia 

Where There is Smoke There is Fire, Death Be Kind Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

The Edge of the Universe, Shepperton Art Gallery, Shepperton, Victoria, Australia 

 

2010   

Knowing You, Knowing Me: New Artists Show 2010, Artspace, Auckland, New Zealand 



 

 

Hell’s Bottom Drawer, Hell Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

 

2009  

I Walk the Line: New Australian Drawing, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney, Australia 

2008   

Jam, Peloton Gallery, Sydney, Australia 

Honk If You Love Contemporary Art, Ryan Renshaw Gallery, Brisbane, Australia 

Flux Capacitor, Utopian Slumps, Melbourne, Australia 

Robert Jacks Drawing Prize, finalist, Bendigo Art Gallery, Bendigo, Australia 

Dirty Popsicles, Peloton Gallery, Sydney, Australia 

Informal Rituals, tcb Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

The Monobrow Show, Hell Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

 

2007   

Cut n’ Paste, Peloton Gallery, Sydney, Australia 

Funny Ha Ha, The Narrows, Melbourne, Australia 

Zonal Marx - A Drawing Project, VCA Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

 

2006   

Victims of Drawing Support Group, Victoria Park Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

 

COMMISSIONS 

2015 

Sensorium Machine, Gertrude Edition, Gertrude Contemporary Art Spaces, Melbourne, Australia 

2013 

Outer Head of the Order, acquisitive commission for Melbourne Now, National Gallery of Victoria, 

Melbourne, Australia 

AWARDS 

 

2018 

Finalist, Walters Prize, Auckland Art Gallery, New Zealand 

 

2014 

Recipient of a City of Yarra, Arts Development Grant, Australia 
Winner, 2014 National Works on Paper, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery, Australia 

 

2013   

The John McCaughey Memorial Prize, Acquisitive commission of Outer Head of the Order installation for 
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia 

 

RESIDENCIES AND PROJECTS 

 

2023 
Antireality Perversion Void, City Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand 

Artist in residence, Roswell-Artist-in-Residence Programme, New Mexico, USA 

 

2022 

Antireality Perversion Void, City Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand 

 

2021 



 

 

Te Whare Hera International Art Residency, Massey University, Wellington, New Zealand 

 

2019 

Pioneer Works, Brooklyn, USA 

McCahon House Residency, New Zealand 

 

2018 

MacDowell Colony, New Hampshire 

International Studio & Curatorial Program, New York, USA 

 

2016 

Bemis Center for Contemporary Art: Sci Fi and the Human Condition Thematic Residency, Omaha, 
Nebraska, USA 

Talbot Rice Gallery, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland 

Australian Council, Greene St residency, New York, USA 

 

2015 

Residential studio residency at ARTSPACE, Sydney, Australia 

 

2013-15  

Studio resident at Gertrude Contemporary, Melbourne, Australia 

 

2013   

Asialink three month residency at Tokyo Wonder Site, Japan 

 

2012   

Represented Death Be Kind Gallery at the Melbourne Art Fair, Melbourne, Australia 

 

2010  

Participation in No Soul For Sale – a festival of 50 worldwide independent galleries, Tate Modern, 

London, UK  

Presenting Hell Gallery at the Melbourne Art Fair Project Spaces/ 

Presenting Hell Gallery as part of the  

exhibition Harrel Fletcher: The Sound We Make Together at the National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne,  

Australia 

 

2009  

Gippsland Centre for Art and Design (GCAD), residency and exhibition (Switchback Gallery), facilitated  

by Monash University Museum of Art, Melbourne, Australia 

 

2008-11  

Founder and co-director of Hell Gallery / www.hellgallery.blogspot.com 

 

COLLECTIONS 

 

Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney, Australia 

Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth, Australia 

Monash University Museum of Art, Melbourne, Australia 

Michael Buxton Collection, Melbourne, Australia 

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia 

Christchurch Art Gallery, Christchurch, New Zealand 

Artbank, Australia 

http://www.hellgallery.blogspot.com/


 

 

James Wallace Arts Trust, New Zealand 
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